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praised LCpl Ose for his service. “Josh was
fighting to keep terrorism away from American
soil,” Rev. Hatcher said. “Some may question
the philosophy of war, but do not question this
young man’s desire to put an end to terrorism.
He did not shirk his duty to fight for America.”

Lee Caldwell, a family friend, said LCpl Ose
set a great example for others to follow. “He
was an exemplary young man,” Mrs. Caldwell
said. “He paid the ultimate sacrifice. We will
never forget him and all those who have
fought for our country as he did.”

Retired U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Colonel
(Col) John Caldwell was asked by the family
to escort LCpl Ose’s body from Dover Air
Force Base to the First Presbyterian Church of
Hernando where a visitation was held. Col
Caldwell said LCpl Ose was a true hero. “He
epitomized what it was to be a Marine,” Col
Caldwell said. “He wanted to represent his
country and fight. He and Marines like him are
true heroes. We need to remember them
every day. We need to remember them for
paying the ultimate price.”

In 2011, the Mississippi State Legislature
passed House Concurrent Resolution No. 49.
The resolution commended LCpl Ose for his
service. It further stated that LCpl Ose is
counted among Mississippi and America he-
roes who committed to our nation’s safety and
security.

LCpl Ose is survived by his parents, Ross
and Sissy Ferdandez Ose, grandparents, Earl
and Darlene Ose; aunts and uncles, Brenda
and John Conrad, Sherry and Scott
Fernandez, Dr. Dennis and Dr. Wendy Ose,
and Paul and Sarah Ose.

LCpl Ose will always be remembered for his
sacrifice to protect America.

———
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Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the Alle-
gheny County Ancient Order of Hibernians Di-
vision 17, which is currently celebrating its
125th anniversary as a pillar of Irish-American
heritage and charitable service in the Pitts-
burgh region.

The AOH has its roots in the efforts by the
Tudor Kings and Queens of England to im-
pose greater control over the Irish. These ef-
forts affected most aspects of life, from lan-
guage and religion to law and politics to land
ownership—and even clothing. Secret soci-
eties formed to protect Irish Catholics from
government excesses and extrajudicial vio-
lence

Faced with centuries of English oppression,
as well as a series of crop failures, many Irish
emigrated in search of better opportunities. A
great many came to America, but found they
were forced to confront the same anti-Catholic
prejudice that they had faced back home. In
response to this discrimination, Irish Ameri-
cans began forming fraternal organizations to
combat anti-Irish prejudice, support each
other, and keep their culture and religion alive.
In May 1836, the first and largest of these
groups, the Ancient Order of Hibernians, was
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founded simultaneously in New York City and
Pottsville, Pennsylvania.

Through the rest of the nineteenth century,
the AOH grew significantly, opening its first di-
vision in Allegheny County in 1859. Allegheny
County Division 17 was established in 1892.
During this time, in addition to working to pre-
serve lrish culture, AOH members did their
best to embody the Hibernian motto of
“Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity.” The
Hibernians taught civics and English classes
to help new lIrish immigrants become citizens,
and they provided much needed social pro-
grams to care for the sick and needy in their
communities. At the same time, they worked
to confront and eradicate harmful anti-Irish
stereotypes.

Since then, the AOH’s ranks have included
notable actors, generals, and even a President
of the United States—John F. Kennedy. All
the while, the organization has continued its
mission to preserve Irish Americans’ connec-
tion with their ancestral homeland and to care
for the needy in their communities. For 125
years, Allegheny County Division 17 has been
actively involved in this mission. Division 17
Hibernians donate time and money to three
local parishes each Christmas, as well as food
banks in Braddock, and a number of other
charitable organizations, including Rosaries for
the Troops, St. Vincent de Paul, and the Sis-
ters of Charity. They have also endeavored to
preserve their Irish heritage and lobbied the
Pennsylvania state government to support
Irish independence.

Today, the AOH stands as a testament to
the tenacity of the Irish people, a celebration
of our culture, and a monument to a people
who helped build this country. I'm proud to be
of Irish ancestry—and to be a member of Alle-
gheny County Division 17 of the AOH. As we
commemorate the AOH'’s legacy of faith and
perseverance in the face of adversity, let us
also take inspiration from its story and recog-
nize the responsibility each of us shares to
help make our nation as welcoming a land as
our ancestors dreamed it would be.

| would like to congratulate Allegheny Coun-
ty Division 17 of the Ancient Order of Hiber-
nians on the occasion of their 125th anniver-
sary, | commend them for their service to the
community, and | wish them the best in the
years to come. lIreland Forever (Erin go

Bragh).
——
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Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate Dr. Tricia Derges of Springfield, Mis-
souri, on her recent winning of two prestigious
awards.

Dr. Derges has been a resident of the
Springfield area for 40 years and during this
time she has contributed to the community in
many ways. Dr. Derges has recently won both
the National Jefferson Award for Southwest
Missouri and the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis
Award. Both of these awards recognize indi-
viduals for their public service. The Jacqueline
Kennedy Onassis Award is only awarded to
five individuals per year across the United
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States. This clearly highlights the significant
work Dr. Derges has taken over the years to
help her community.

Dr. Derges set up the mission clinic named
Lift Up in Springfield. This clinic provides a
range of medical, dental and mental health
services to veterans and the poor across
Springfield. Dr. Derges and her clinic have
helped thousands of people in the Springfield
area.

| am truly honored to recognize the work by
Dr. Derges and her dedication to improving
the lives of others. On behalf of Missouri’s 7th
Congressional District, | ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Dr.
Derges on her recent awards and wishing her
all the best.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF WESTERN
MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY RENAM-

ING RESIDENCE HALLS IN
HONOR OF DISTINGUISHED
ALUMNI
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Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today on
the occasion of Western Michigan University
recognizing a lifetime of work by three leaders
who bonded in college and remained friends
through life, by naming two residence halls
within the Western Heights complex Hall-Ar-
cher-Pickard West and East. These dor-
mitories are being renamed in celebration of
three legendary Western Michigan graduates,
and their legacy will inspire generations of uni-
versity students to come.

Ronald Hall Sr., Dennis Archer, and William
Pickard attended Western Michigan University
in the 1960s and enjoyed membership in
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, America’s first
intercollegiate African-American fraternity. The
three men’s undergraduate experience at
Western Michigan University instilled a desire
to give back to the greater Michigan commu-
nity and invest in meaningful educational and
social change throughout the state. Hall, Ar-
cher, and Pickard are remembered for the
close, meaningful friendship they cultivated at
Western Michigan and their passion to make
change after graduating.

After graduating from Western Michigan
University, the three men remained in Michi-
gan to influence change to the community
they love. Ronald Hall Sr. served as president
of the Michigan Minority Business Develop-
ment Council and founded Bridgewater Inte-
riors, LLC. He passed away in May 2016, and
is remembered for turning Michigan’s Minority
Business Development Council into one of the
country’s lead minority business organizations.
Dennis Archer served as Mayor of Detroit from
1994 to 2001, and has served as president of
the American Bar Association and on the
Michigan Supreme Court. William Pickard is
an executive member of the NAACP Detroit
Branch, and is the founder of the Michigan-
based Global Automotive Alliance. Their post-
graduate work has impacted countless lives
and opened doors wider for students of color,
and their friendship is a testament to the
meaningful bonds forged during college.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Western Michigan University and
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